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Valentine’s Day Opposing Views

Against by: Ameer Abdullah

No one is exactly sure of the origin of Valentine’s Day. “The history of this holiday goes all the way back to ancient Roman ceremonies and the customs of
Victorian England” (History of Valentine’s Day 1). The holiday can be quite divisive because an equal amount of people either love or hate the day. However, in this
writer’s opinion, Valentine’s Day is terrible. Valentine’s Day is a waste of money, it  puts pressure on couples, and it makes a lot of people feel lonely.
According to CBS news, Americans will spend over 23 billion dollars  this year on Valentine’s Day. That is a huge amount of money that could be better spent in about a
million different ways. Many Americans are in debt and barely have enough to cover essentials, so it is unfortunate that so many of them feel pressure to waste their money
on a made-up - commercial holiday. Americans buy things like chocolate, flowers and bacon and pickle bouquets. These should not be a priority and anyone’s budget.
Valentine’s is hard on a lot of couples. Imagine if you’d only been dating a few weeks or months. What is the expectation? It’s even worse for some couples who have been
together for decades. Perhaps one partner thinks it is very important, while the other thinks it's a huge waste of money. This has to cause  a lot of fights or even breakups. In
conclusion, Valentine’s Day is a terrible holiday. Valentine’s Day is expensive, it causes conflict in relationships, and it makes a lot of people feel alone.

For by: Kermane Azor

Valentine’s Day is amazing. Valentine's D-ay is an amazing day to go out on a date, show your mom you love her and give some love to your
friends.Valentine's day is where  parents and kids can come together to celebrate a special occasion. They can enjoy activities like going out to the restaurant
or the beach at night. Couples enjoy the special day too. They can buy chocolates, flowers, or go to a beautiful restaurant. It is a good opportunity to show
love to the people who mean the most to you. Valentine's day is not just for children or a romantic partner; it’s also for your mother. You can  buy her a new
piece of jewelry, expensive chocolate, or just make her a card. You should show her some love because she probably loves you more than anyone else - buy
her something nice.

A Valentine’s Day Poem
By: Yadira Rivera

Liking you is easy
When I first saw you I got butterflies
All the things you do are really cheesy
I hope my thoughts are real and not lies
When I read love poems I think of you
Talking to you  makes me feel  happy
Hanging out with you is the best thing to do
Though you can be annoying, you make me happy
I am very grateful that you are mine
When I'm with you all people do is stare
But when I’m with you everything feels fine
But since I’m with you I really don’t care

Who is Cupid?
By: KE

In Latin, Cupid goes by two names
associated with love. One of Cupid’s Roman
names is Cupido. This form means ‘desire.’
For most of us, regardless of our age, the
people we love deeply are ones we enjoy
and desire to be with as much as possible, so
the name does fit. Cupid’s other Latin name
is ‘Amor’.

In Greek Mythology Cupid is called
Eros, and is described as a skinny teenager
with wings. In contrast, the Romans
depicted him as the chubby, much younger
boy. Americans are more familiar with the
Roman version, and we see him often during
Valentine’s Day. Both the Greeks and the
Romans portrayed  Cupid as carrying a bow
and arrow which he uses to shoot love into
whoever he wants. Often, Cupid is
blindfolded to explain why love is often
blind (History.com 2022).

Winter
By:Amelia Arif

Hot cocoa,
Brownies in bed,
Sitting by the Christman tree,
Green and red,
Watching snowflakes fall,
Out the window,
Moms making cookies,
With the thin dough,
Can’t go outside,
There’s nothing to do,
Go and watch a movie,
Make popcorn for two,
Nevermind its bright outside,
Let’s put on our boots,
Catch snow with your tongue,
It melted and made juice! (water)

Christmas Spirit By: Amelia Arif

The snow has fallen to the ground,
The fire crackling  all around,
Christmas spirit in the air,
Time for hugging time to share,

Santa’s working, that’s for sure,
Kids are sick what's the cure,
The snow is cold but very pretty,
It’s snowing hard in New York City



Spotlight on Wendy Barone
By: Natalie Montoya

Why did you become a teacher? I
homeschooled my oldest child and
enjoyed teaching him. He had trouble
reading, but he enjoyed it, so I went
back to school to become a teacher.

What is your favorite thing about
Crockett Middle School? My
favorite thing is being able to help
people.

What do you like to do in your free
time? Baking and arts and crafts

Who are some of your female role
models? Mother Teresa

What is one thing you know now
that you wish you knew when you
were in middle school? That I could
make a difference in other people’s
lives.

If you were not a teacher, what job
would you have? A social worker

Book Review

by : Mokhinabonu Artikova

The Giver is a novel about a dystopian society where

there are no emotions, colors, and crimes. The

protagonist is a twelve year old boy named Jonas and

he is special. Jonas somewhat sees colors and feels

emotions he has never felt before. Jonas is given the

job of being the next Receiver, which is the most

important job in the “community”. Jonas lives in a

world where there is no difference and kids that turn

12 get their job. They call death being released. The “community” thinks that being released is a good thing.

Another dystopian novel is Divergent where the protagonist is named Beatrice. The novel is set in the city

of Chicago after a devastating war. The city is divided into different “factions”. The factions are called Abnegation

(selfless), Erudite (intellectual), Dauntless (brave), Candor (honest), and Amity (peaceful). The factions were

created with the hopes of eliminating future war and violence. There is a test that is supposed to help choose what

faction they want to go in. Once they make their choice they can’t change it. One ceremony is celebrated for the

kids who turned 16 to choose their  factions.  If someone is not fitting in then they would become homeless. The

protagonist of the series is named Beatrice.

Because both of these novels are dystopian, they have many things in common. For example, both the

community or society had controlling governments. In the Giver, Asher, Jonas' best friend, was saying “smack”,

instead of “snack”. Because of this, he was punished over and over again until he stopped talking for a period of

time. In Divergent, Beatrice was only allowed to look in the mirror for a few seconds since those were the rules.

Another example why both the texts are similar is, because when someone is different in both worlds they are

treated differently or eliminated. In Divergent, everyone has to be in a community and have some sort of job. When

the people who didn’t match for anything become homeless. In the Giver, the characters could be stencance to death

or be “released.” Another similarity is that in both dystopian worlds, the protagonists of the stories are different

from the rest of the people. In the Divergent, Beatrice took that test to reveal what function she belongs in, and it

came back unclear. This test is a spouse to help the people decide what they should choose. In the Giver, Jonas sees

color, feels true feelings, and his job is the most important one out of the entire community.

Although both the stories have a lot in common they are different in many ways. For example one

difference is that in the Giver the people in the community have less freedom than the people in the Divergent. In

the Giver, the people are watched constantly. They have no right to choose what they want to do with their lives and

when they make a mistake, they would be sentenced to death. While in Divergent, they can choose what job or

community they want. They can see color, feel emotions, and remember memories. Another difference between the

two stories is that the Giver the people are manipulated. In Divergent, the people know that there was a war that

happened. They know why they are living like this, but that's not the case for what it seems. The Giver looks like a

perfect paradise to live in, but that is not the case. It is a very strict place to exist in. If someone makes a mistake

they will be sentenced to death. While in Divergent, they are more lenient on making sure everyone follows every

exact same rule.

An important theme in both The Giver and Divergent is the importance of individualism. Both books will
remind you to remain true to yourself, and I recommend both equally.
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Jackie Robinson

By: Jimmy Lopez Benavides

Jack Roosevelt Robinson was born
January 31, 1919 and was born in
Cairo, Georgia. He was the youngest
of five children. Other than Playing
baseball, Jackie was an accomplished
athlete in several other sports.

Jackie had a grandfather that was a
slave. His  dad was a sharecropper
and Mallie, Jackie’s mother, was a
maid. His dad ran away from the
family when Jackie was only an
infant. Jackie fought racism in his
California childhood, at college and
throughout his whole life. During his
childhood in California, he was
always picked on at school. Kids
taunted him so much and so badly
that he developed a “hot temper”.

Jackie Robinson will be remembered
as the first African-American
professional baseball player. During
his 10-year MLB career, Robinson
won many awards like the  Rookie of
the Year, Most Valuable Player, and
more. He played in six World Series
and helped the team win the 1955
championship.

Jackie Robinson will always be
remembered as the first
African-American professional
baseball player and became a living
milestone for racial equality and
changed the sport of baseball forever.

Dr. King

Hi, my name is Patrick Septak. I am a 12

year old kid in 7th from Crockett Middle School

which is located in Hamilton, New Jersey. People

from where I live are so nice to each other, I mean

we give each other food, we give each other

clothes, and we are always helping the poor. When

I look outside my window I see people running

around having the time of their lives. Nowadays,

people are playing with other races. When I see

this it puts a smile on my face.

Well that's enough about me, I want to thank

you for going into the civil rights movement

peacefully and not talking about how bad other

people can be. Instead you would educate them

and tell them what they were doing wrong and talk

about how it affected them. Things have changed

since you were around. I mean lots of things

including racism, there are protests, there is a

pandemic, and we have to wear masks everywhere

we go and it stinks. All over the world people wish

you hadn’t passed. You would’ve helped the world

so much throughout the last few years but nobody

can change that. You were the most peaceful

person I have ever seen and I want to be just like

you.

Sincerely,

Patrick Septak

Black History Month  Reflections

Dear Dr. King,

Hi, my name is Neri. I am Hispanic with  brown

eyes and curly hair. I’m really funny and goofy!

My school is alright, it’s a public school so not

everyone is rich and all of us are unique and

special. Our school has no stairs and it has a lot of

halls; you will normally see staff in the halls or in

other places like the nurse's office or the

principal’s office.

It is a crazy time right now. Russia invaded the

Ukraine, and there is a lot of suffering.

Additionally, We are still struggling with an

illness called Covid which is a virus and almost

everyone  I  know had it, but they made a vaccine

and now things are getting back to normal.

The good news is, the world is becoming more

tolerant. Everyone can go to school together,

drink, eat, and do everything  together. Sadly,

there is still some racism. There was this person

named George Floyd who died, and it was very

sad. There have been multiple people killed just

because they are black. It’s better than it used to

be, but we still have a lot of work to do.

Sincerely,

Neri Gomez Zepada
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